Welcome 1o Year 5




Ofsted

» The school’s last Ofsted inspection was last academic year in December 2024.

» It was a highly successful visit where it was agreed that the school had continued to make progress
since its last ‘Good’ inspection.

What were some of the things Ofsted said?

» ‘Pupils speak highly of their experiences at school. This is because staff go to great lengths to give
pupils cherished childhood memories. Staff have a knack for seeing the world through a child’s eyes.
Hence, the school environment is alive with vibrant displays to stimulate interest.’

‘Pupils rise to staff’'s ambitious expectations. They are eager to learn...’
‘Pupils behave well.’
‘Pupils support each other very well. They eagerly contribute to the school community...’

We were given only two targets. One was to enable more writing opportunities for younger children
and the second was to continue to work on improving pupil attendance.
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Attendance and Punctuality

Good attendance makes excellent progress academically and socially.

If your child is really poorly please make sure you call the school office or email
absences@fps.porticoacademyirust.co.uk by 8:30am.

As you will have seen from the recent letter, government guidance has changed and no leave
from school can be authorised unless an exceptional circumstance. Unauthorised absences
may now lead to a fixed penalty notice issued by the local authority.

Punctuality is also important so your child does not miss out on learning. If your child arrives
after 9:15am they will be marked as an unauthorised absence (this is in line with new
government guidelines).

If you need any support with getting your child into school, please come and see your child’s
class teacher or ask to speak with Mrs Sharkey or Miss Stevens our Child and Family Support
Workers.
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Our School Values

At Friars, individual wellbeing comes first
We believe in Respecting
and Including everyone.

We Aim high and show |
Resilience in our learning. @
Our aim is to Succeed in everything we do!




The Year 5 Team

» Class Teachers

5AW - Mrs. Axelson and Mrs. Witt

5B - Miss Baylis

» LSAs

5AW - Mr. Latham

5B — Mrs. O’'Donovan

» Mr. Stevenson is another teacher who will be working alongside Miss Baylis.

» Mrs. Pinckney teaches maths to some children




Our learning this year

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Maths Place Value, Addition and Subtraction, Multiplication and Division, Fractions, Shape, Position and Direction, Decimals,
Multiplication and Division, Fractions Decimals and Percentages, Perimeter and Megative Mumbers, Converting Units, Volume
Area, Statistics
English Marrative, Newspapers, Letters, Poetry, Non- Biographies, Explanation, Poetry, Narrative, Playscripts, Newspapers, Non-Chronological
Chronological Reports Persuasive Writing Reports, Narrative, Instructions, Explanation,
Postry
Science Properties of Materials Earth and Space Changing Materials Farces Living things and their Anirals including
Habitats Humans
History Research Ancient Research Ancient The ancient Greek
Egyptian life Egyptian life Civilisation
Geography Ancient Egypt study Climate Zones and Biomes Thriftwoed & East Trade
Beach Study
Rivers and Landscapes
D&T Scented drawstring bags Greek Temples
Shadufs
Art & Design Protest Art Hans Helbein — portraits
Canopic lars
Painting & drawing portraits
Music Rock Bozzg Mova and Pop Ballads Qld-5chool Hip Hop | Motown Classical
Rock Anthems Swing The history of music,
Jazz and look back and
improvisation consolidate your
learning, learn some
of the language of
music




Our learning this year

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 m

RE
Religion and the Experiences of God: Religious expression: Follow the leader? | The journey of life and Who owns the
individual: What does it Revelation- spiritual values Religious authority death world? Religion and
mean to have faith? explaring the and leadership the environment

concept of God in
the religions studied

MiL. - French Le Cirgue Salut, Gustave! Al'gcole Al'école La Nourriture En ville
PSHEI/RSE Belonging to a Media literacy and Safe relationships
Community digital resilience
Money Physical health and Families and
and work Mental wellbeing Friendships
Respecting Keeping safe Growing and
ourselves and changing
others
PE Netball Table Tennis Gymnastics Badminton Cricket OAR
Tag Rughy Basketball Dance Table Tennis Athletics Rounders
Metball
Computing Creating media — Vector drawing Programming A — Crumble Controllers Programming - Lego Spike

Creating media — Video editing

Outdoor Outdoor Craft Geography Fieldwerk Camp Cooking - Thrifbwaod,
Learning




Reading

» This is always a major school priority.

» Reading flows through all learning and underpins everything we
cover.

» Within our ‘layered reading’ sessions we cover the texits:
‘Stormbreaker’ and ‘The Boy Who Met a Whale’

» Comprehension lessons and skills are taught weekly and threaded
through other lessons where appropriate.

» Additional intervention groups have begun where extra adults are
available to support where needed.



Reading

» Individual reading is covered by class teachers and LSA. We
encourage you to hear your child read as much as possible.
Discussion about the text is of importance.

» All pupils will have two reading books. One which is levelled and
one which is a reading for pleasure book. The levelled reading
book is the one your child will read with their classroom adults. This
book will be within a range and your child will move up through the
points based upon judgements and assessments made by the
class teacher(s).



Wililgle

» Genres covered include a variety of fiction and non-fiction. The
children are due to write a diary entry and newspaper report linked
to their history knowledge of the find of Tutankhamun.

» Grammar is taught weekly and revisited throughout the week. We
also cover a range of areas within our early morning work. Spelling
is actively taught every day with a weekly spelling test on a
Monday.

» Additional intervention groups have begun where exira adults are
available to support where needed.



Maths

» In the school, we use a maths scheme called White Rose. There are
colourful interactive presentations that provoke problem solving
and extensive answers from the children. The children follow up
their learning in interesting and colourful workbooks created by
White Rose.

» Maths books are still used to consolidate their previous learning as
well as to extend and challenge.

» Areas covered: number sense, additive reasoning, multiplicative
reasoning, geometric reasoning. The children have demonstrated a
great start with their place value and rounding knowledge so far
this year.



Maths

» Problem solving is incorporated into lessons. Children are
encouraged to find connections and patterns within a problem
leading to finding their own solution.

» Times tables are actively taught every day and tested on a Friday.
Practice at home is very much encouraged.

» In Year 5 we have maths sets and Mrs. Pinckney also teaches
maths in the year group.



RSE

» Relationships and Sex Education is taught in the summer term. The
learning is age appropriate and covers the changes that occur to
the body during puberty. The puberty lesson is taught over an
afternoon and boys and girls are split separately and are taught by
male and female teachers.

» You will receive a letter about RSE before the sessions are taught.
There will be a meeting beforehand to allow parents to view the
material and ask any questions.

» If you have attended the parent meeting for an older sibling over
the past few years, you will have already seen the content as it
remains unchanged.



Year 5§ Computing

» Our computing lessons are taught by Mrs. Pinckney and supported with technical
support from Mr. Browning our IT Technician.

» This year computing lessons include not only the development of a particular skill but
will also focus on keeping ourselves safe when using the internet and online apps with
half-termly e-safety lessons.

» Look at the newsletter weekly for top tips which have been discussed in lessons and
links to useful websites for information.




Year 5§ Computing

Autumn 1 - Focus on computing systems and networks with a focus on sharing information with
others.

Autumn 2 - Vector Drawing- Creating different pictures using different shapes, different tools,
learning how to group, ungroup and evaluate our work.

Spring 1 - Physical Computing- Programming- Using a crumble controller to program different
outcomes.

Spring 2 - Video editing- Use a digital device to record different video, plan videos, evaluate
them and discuss the finished project.

Summer 1- Data and Information- Databases, finding and comparing different types of
databases. Learning how to search a database for different information in order to answer real
world questions.

Summer 2 - Programming- Planning and creating a program using a particular design to create a
quiz focusing on the process of ‘selection’.




Homework

Each week the children will be asked to...

Learn their spellings

Read lots

Go on Times Tables Rockstars and/or ‘Maths with a Mouse’
Complete a piece of either GPS or maths homework

Spellings are given out at the beginning of each half term and tested using dictated sentences the following
Friday.

The GPS or maths homework will be given out on a Friday and due in the following Friday.

There will also be a whole school project every term — autumn, spring, summer. The projects will be
infroduced a couple of weeks before each half term to be handed in shortly after the break.

How can you support at home? Listen to your child read and discuss the text, look at weekly spelling
patterns together and encourage your child to revise their times tables (TT Rockstars)




Educational Visits and Visitors

» This year, we will visit the Royal Opera House and Year 5
can also experience their first residential trip to the
Thriftwood Scout Campsite which is based in Brentwood.

» The dates for Thriftwood are Wednesday 15t July to Friday 3
July.

» Throughout the year we enjoy a variety of visits from RE and
PSHE visitors.




Assemblies

» Monday - Singing assemblies

» Tuesday - Class assemblies

» Wednesday - Whole school assembly with Senior Leadership

» Thursday - Class teacher assemblies

» Friday - Celebration assemblies with Senior Leadership

» Photographs and information from the Celebration Assemblies is displayed on the
website each week

» Themed assemblies throughout the year - world religious festivals, subject weeks and

special days e.g. World Book Day



Uniform and Equipment

Black or grey trousers or shorts

Summer dress, pinafore or black or grey school skirt

White or purple short-sleeved polo shirt (could be branded)
Purple cardigan, jumper or gilet (branded with school logo)
Black or white socks or black tights

Smart, plain black footwear with no logos

Clean, Brushed hair - tied back longer hair

No bracelets, necklaces or rings worn

Only stud earrings which must be removed for PE/sport
Book bag

Water bottle

Hat
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All property must be clearly labelled



PE

» Our PE days are Mondays and Fridays
» Children can wear PE kit to school on this day

» The correct PE kit includes; black shorts, purple/white round-necked i-
shirt, plimsolls or black trainers

» Plain black tracksuvits with no/minimal logos may be worn outside during
colder months (no hoodies or tops with hoods)

» Again, please ensure earrings are removed on these days.




Outdoor Learning

Afternoons of one week every term

Our next planned sessions are in the following weeks:

5AW - weeks beginning Monday 15t December / Monday 23 February
5B — weeks beginning Monday 8t December / Monday 2"d March

The children will be working with Mr. Brady, alongside their teachers
and LSAs.

Children must wear their school tops but can wear old jogging bottoms g
etc. to school for this week gz RO

» Happens whatever the weather, so please ensure children have a
waterproof jacket and wellies if needed. Older shoes can be worn but
unless they are black they will need to be changed into before the
outdoor learning session.
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Welcoming you into school

Autumn 2: Learning Conversation Evenings - Wednesday 15" October and Thursday
16" October 2025

Spring 1: Book Look — an opportunity for you to visit your child’s classroom and enjoy
seeing and reading their work - Wednesday 14" January 2026

Spring 2: Learning Conversation Evenings — Wednesday 19" March and Thursday 20t
March 2026

Summer 1: Open Evening - Wednesday 15t July

Plus our usual events such as Winter Wonderland - Sports Days — Family Picnic throughout
the year and many PTA events

All of these dates will be on our newsletters!
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Keeping in touch

Most information can be found on our weekly newsletter as we are mindful about
sending out foo many letters and emails.

Specific events may also have a more detailed letter
All letters and messages sent via Arbor - very important to have access to this website
School Website also contains lots of essential information

You can get in touch directly with us at year5@fps.porficoacademyitrust.co.uk
(checked every day but please bear in mind we are teaching)

E] ParentPay
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Secondary Schools

When your child starts Year é in September 2026, you will need to apply for their
secondary school place. The application window will likely be open from the start of
September 2026 to the end of October 2026.

Next year, do try to visit as many secondary schools as possible and keep in mind that
some school open days are later in the year. The grammar school open days are
typically in the summer term.

Try to obtain prospectuses and other information from school visits.

Read the schools admission criteria and consider the probability of admission based
on allocations of previous years (booklet or school website).




11+ Selection

It might be that you are thinking that the 11+ and grammar school might be right for
your child. The window to apply for the 11+ will likely be open between the middle of
May and the end of June 2026.

In the spring term, we will be running before-school 11+ sessions, inviting children who
we have identified as having the potential to do well in the 11+ tests. There will be
sessions for both English and maths.

The 11+ selection tests are obviously challenging and we will look at our own
assessments to guide us as to whether pupils are on that pathway.

We will also send 11+ practice tests home with these children for them to complete.
We will be asking for parents to support their children with these, by ensuring they are
completed in test conditions before being returned to school for marking and
feedback.
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11+ Selection

Pupils sit two tests - one in English and one in maths.
The English paper lasts sixty minutes with ten minutes additional reading time.
The maths paper lasts sixty minutes.

The final scores for the individual papers are mathematically standardised and
‘weighted’, each being worth 50% of the marks.

There are free English and maths familiarisation papers available on the CSSE website.

Look at the CSSE website for more information.




